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ARTIST: Cheryl Lacy 
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PIECE: Misty Morning 
MEDIUM: Watercolor 
COMPLETED: 06/2018 
DIMENSIONS: 15" x 22" 
PRICE: $1000.00 
 
RATIONALE: 
In preserving and sharing Alutiiq traditions, the Alutiiq Museum seeks collections that represent all eras 
of Alutiiq history. Modern objects tell the continuing story of the Alutiiq people and illustrate the ties 
between the museum’s archaeological collections and the present. They illustrate the vibrancy and 
endurance of Native traditions. Among modern objects, the museum seeks to collect contemporary 
works of Alutiiq art. This goal is identified in our collections plan. Such works exemplify Alutiiq identity in 
the modern world by uniting traditional techniques, forms, materials, or subjects with those of the 21st 
century. They are symbolic of Alutiiq culture in modern experience. 
For the museum’s contemporary art collection, we propose to purchase Misty Morning a 15” x 22” 
watercolor painting by Alutiiq artist Cheryl Lacy. The painting shows a hunter in an Alutiiq-style qayaq, 
outfitted with traditional gear. The depiction is culturally detailed and accurate. The hunter wears a gut 
skin rain jacket and a decorated bentwood hunting hat, and he moves through the water using a double-
bladed paddle. Similarly, the setting of the painting is a nice depiction of the northern Kodiak 
Archipelago. The kayaker paddles along the forested shore in the fog, with the sun rising just beyond the 
mountains in the background. The painting displays the artist’s skill through her ability to create a 
feeling of depth and mist, with colors and shading.  She even captures drops of water coming off the 
paddle. Misty Morning is a culturally accurate, well-executed painting that bring a once common Alutiiq 
experience to life. 
Cheryl Lacy is an Alaska Native Silverhand artist. She was born and raised in Anchorage and now lives in 
Wasilla. She makes her living as a full-time artist through her business Dancing Raven Designs 
(https://www.dancingravendesigns.com/). Lacy is mostly self-taught but has studied art at the 
University of Alaska Mat-Su campus. Her work has been published in magazines and a bead catalog, has 
traveled the United States in a variety of art exhibits, and can be found in several Alaskan art galleries—
the Stephan Fine Arts in Anchorage, Dancing Leaf Gallery in Talkeetna, and Mt. Juneau Trading Post in 
Juneau. Additionally, she designed Wasilla’s centennial celebration poster and completed a beaded 
picture for a 1% For Art installation at MatSu Career and Technical High. 
Lacy says that her art “reflects the journey to learn more about myself, where I came from, and 
introduce people to Alaska Native culture.” Her favorite mediums are pencil, pen, charcoal, watercolors, 
and acrylics. She also likes to make pictures out of non-traditional materials, such as beads and found 
objects. The Alutiiq Museum has three of Lacy’s beaded art pieces, one of which was purchased with Art 
Acquisition funds in 2017. Misty Morning would add one of Lacy’s paintings to the Alutiiq Museum’s 
collections and another watercolor image. The museum owns no paintings by Cheryl Lacy and only a 
handful of other watercolor images. 
We will share Misty Morning in an article in our fall 2018 newsletter and add it on our online gallery of 
all pieces acquired through Rasmuson (https://alutiiqmuseum.org/explore/collections/types-of-



collections/contemporary-art). We will also announce the acquisition of the piece, with an image and 
link to the online gallery, on our social media sites. The piece is also a likely addition to our long-term 
exhibit on Alutiiq kayaks, as we cycle objects through the display. 
 
 
 
PROVENANCE: 
Cheryl Lacy completed Misty Morning in June 2018, in her home studio. She says that this piece has 
been in her mind for years. She tried a number of mediums to capture the images—oil paint, acrylic 
paint, and pencil—but was not pleased with the result. Ultimately, she decided that the watercolors 
would better fit.  She is finally happy with the painting and can move on to another piece.  
Lacy displayed this painting at two events this past summer, the World Eskimo Indian Olympics in 
Fairbanks (July) and the Alaska State Fair in Palmer (August). She has not shown the piece anywhere else 
and it remains in her possession. Lacy is asking $1,000 for the painting, the same price for which she 
sells other paintings of this size. The Alutiiq Museum will purchase the piece directly from Lacy if funds 
for its purchase are approved.  
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Dancing Raven Designs 
Cheryl Lacy, Artist 
1800 Red Fox Drive 
Wasilla, Alaska 99654 
(907) 373-7896 
www.dancingravendesigns.com 

Artist Resume 
 
I am an Alaska Native Silver-hand Artist, permit #2198.   
 
Galleries – My work can be purchased at: 
 www.dancingravendesigns..com 
 Stephan Fine Arts; Captain Cook Hotel; 939 W 5th Ave; Anchorage AK 99501 
 Dancing Leaf Gallery; 13618 E Main St; Talkeetna AK 99676 
 Mt. Juneau Trading Post; 151 S Franklin St; Juneau AK 99801 
 The Outpost; 500 Mission St; Ketchikan AK 99901 
Public Art 
Mat Su Career and Technical High School; Wasilla, Alaska; 
 1% for Art project – 28 x 38 x 4 Framed 3d beaded Siberian Tiger, installed in the main stairwell. 
City of Wasilla; Wasilla, Alaska; 2017 
 “Wasilla, The Early Years”  18x24 acrylic painting celebrating Wasilla's Centennial is displayed in 
 City Hall. 
Alutiiq Museum;  215 Mission Road; Kodiak, Alaska; 
 “Aleut Fisherman” beaded picture was acquired by the museum February 2017 
 “Lady in Red” beaded picture was acquired by the museum February 2017 
 “Past and Present” 8x12 beaded picture was acquired by the museum May 2017 
Solo Exhibitions 
Babcock Fine Arts Building; Wasilla, Alaska 
 March 2005 – April 2005 
 May 2005 – August 2005 
Stephan Fine Arts – First Friday 
 January 2011 
 April 2013 
 February 2014 
 November 2015 
 June 2016 
Town Square Art Gallery – Second Saturday 
 April 2016 
Group Exhibitions 
Alaska Native Heritage Center; Anchorage, Alaska; 
 March 2-31, 2001; “Kenai Russian Orthodox Church” 
Quilts Inc. “Contemporary Alaska Native Beadwork”; Portland Oregon 
 July 12 – 14, 2001; Beaded jewelry 
Beadquilt – I, along with beaders from around the country and world, donated a 3 inch beaded square 
 to create a 9/11 memorial bead quilt.  The quilts traveled the country before being donated to  
 New York, Pennsylvania, and Washington D.C.  An article appeared in the Frontiersman, Friday  
 January 31, 2003 regarding this project.    http://www.beadcave.com/beadquilt/ 
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Cheryl Lacy - Artist Resume 

 
 
Group Exhibitions  
Alaska Native Heritage Center; Anchorage, Alaska, 
 October 18 – November 15, 2002; “Wedding Day” 
Beadwork III:  The Beaded Cloth; Beadwork Magazine traveling exhibit;  
 September 2002 – December 2003; “Aleut Fisherman” 
Hoffman Challenge 2003 traveling exhibit; 
 September 2003 – October 2004; “Memories” 
Bad Girls of the North Do the Valley; November 2003 
Beadwork IV: The Beaded Figure; Beadwork Magazine traveling exhibit; 
 April 2005 – January 2006; “She Wore Fishnet Stockings” 
Wild Salmon on Parade; Anchorage, Alaska; 
 May 2006 – September 2006; “Ax Xaat” 
Hoffman Challenge 2006 traveling exhibit; 
 September 2006 –October 2007; “Divergence” 
Wild Salmon on Parade; Anchorage, Alaska; 
 May 2007 – September 2007; “Coho Carousel” 
Alaska Fiber Festival; Conoco Phillips Building; Anchorage, Alaska; 
 Spring 2008; “Fishyssoise” won first place 
Transformed Treasures; sponsored by Salvation Army; Anchorage, Alaska; 
 April 2008; “Cosmic Raven” and “Raven Box” were auctioned off to benefit the Salvation Army 
Wild Salmon on Parade; Anchorage, Alaska; 
 May 2008 – September 2008; “Gillden Anniversary” 
Hoffman Challenge 2008 traveling exhibit; 
 September 2008 – October 2009; “Isoko” 
Beadwork VI: The Beaded Book; Beadwork Magazine traveling exhibit; “How to Can Fish” 
 Won third place (national level) 
 March 2009 – March 2010 
Palmer on Parade; “Icon” was displayed at Mat Valley Federal Credit Union – October 2013 
 Auctioned off for Palmer Chamber of Commerce  
 October 2013 
Palmer on Parade; “Going Home” was displayed at Turkey Red – September/October 2014 
 Auctioned off for Palmer Chamber of Commerce  
 October 11, 2014 
Alaska Artistic License Plate;  “Raven about Art” was a finalist;  2017 
 
Published 
Beadwork Magazine, October/November 2002 issue 
 Beadwork III: The Beaded Cloth; “Aleut Fisherman” 
Beadwork Magazine, February/March 2005 issue 
 Beadwork IV: The Beaded Figure; “She Wore Fishnet Stockings” 
Bead and Button Magazine; April 2005 issue 
Beadwork Magazine; June/July 2009 issue 
 Beadwork VI: The Beaded Book; “How to Can Fish” 
Fire Mountain Gems; 2009 – 2010 Comprehensive Catalog; “Raven” 



Dancing Raven Designs 
Cheryl Lacy, Artist 
1800 Red Fox Drive 
Wasilla, Alaska 99654 
(907) 373-7896 
www.dancingravendesigns.com 

Artist Statement 
 

My name is Cheryl Lacy.  I was born and raised in Anchorage and I am an Alaska Native Silver-

hand artist.  I am predominately self-taught however, spent time studying art at the University of Alaska 

Mat-Su campus.  My work has been published in magazines and a bead catalog, traveled the United 

States in various art exhibits, and can be found on my website www.dancingravendesigns.com and 

several Alaskan art galleries. 

I have been drawing and painting all my life – I live, breathe and NEED to draw every day.  It is 

not an occupation, it is who I am.  My art reflects the journey to learn more about myself, where I came 

from, and introduce people to Alaska Native culture.  I love to create stories with personified animals.  My 

animals can get away with a lot of mischief and usually make people chuckle.  My favorite mediums are 

pencil, pen, charcoal, watercolors and acrylics.  I also use non-traditional material to make pictures – 

beads and found objects.  I love to hear people say “How did you do that?”, “What did you use?”, and “I 

have never seen anything like that before.” Learning new techniques and how to use new material helps 

my creativity.  

I am one of the luckiest people because my work is something that I love to do.  To be able to tell 

stories through artwork, whether it’s from my imagination, fun things to do, or places I’ve been, brings me 

great joy.  I can’t wait to see where this road takes me…. 
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